


Research methodology 

How much are citizens optimistic 1 pessimistic? 

How do citizens view the coalition Government? 

Rating of political parties 

Profile of voters of major parties 

Impression of leading politicians 

Are citizens afraid of HDZ's return to power? 

What do citizens think are the main priorities? 
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It seems that an increase of optimism in general terms is being observed: a 
higher percentage point of citizens thinks that things in Croatia are 
currently going in good direction. 

The optimism has risen in voters of all parties, regardless of ruling or 
opposition parties. 

The highest growth in optimism is recorded in opposition voters (DC and 
HDZ) and HSS. 

The most optimistic are citizens of lstria and Primorje, and Zagreb and its 
surroundings and Dalmatia, and the most pessimistic the Slavonian 
population. 



Is your living standard better, equal or worse compared to the year 2000? 

Better 

Equal 

Worse 

Don't 
know 

Slightly increased optimism is observed 
also in the fact that somewhat larger 
number of respondents said that they live 
better compared to 2000 than it was 
recorded in the last research wave. 

However, it is still an equal number of 
respondents who think that they live 
worse. 









How likely is it that you will vote at the next parliamentary elections? 

l will 
n 

Don't know I Not 
I will certainly r sure 

not vote 7 4% 

probably 

will certainly 
vote 
52% 

Voters are still not very 
interested in voting. 

Interest shown for the 
forthcoming elections is 
somewhat below the one for 
the past parliamentary 
elections when, in surveys, as 
many as 90% of respondents 
expressed intention to vote. 

Thus we may expect lower 
turnout than for the past 
elections. 

Lesser interest in elections 
was confirmed also in focus 
group discussions 





If the parliamentary elections were today, for which party would you vote? 
Only respondents who would vote 

" 8 

2001 - June 2002 - January 2002 - May 2002 - October 2003 -January 2003 - March 12003 -June 1 

35 

30 - 

25 - 

20 - 

15 - 

Undecided 

10 - 
HSS~ 
HNS 

5 - 

HSLS 

n - 



How certain are you about voting for the party you indicated? 

I W Absolutely certain w Mainly certain w Still could change Don't know 1 
I I I I I I I I I 

SDP (N=247) 
I I I I I I I I I 

IDS (N=31) 
I I I I I 1 I 1 I 

HNS (N=143) 
- 





Elementary school and less Secondary school College and university 





I I I I 

Up to 2000 inhabitants 2 001 - 10 000 10 001 - 100 000 100 001 and more 
inhabitants inhabitants inhabitants 



About which party do you have the most positive opinion? 
Only indecisive voters 

I I I I I 

It seems that SDP has improved its 
rating among the undecided 
compared to the last research wave 

HNS - 
- 

- 
HSLS = - 

- 

Hrvatski blok Ph 
- 

- 
SBHS Ph 

- 

Some other Ph 



I Onlv undecided voters I 

Hrvatski blok 7 
IDS 1- 

has improved its position compared 
to the last research wave 

Libra 

DC 

HNS 

HSLS 

Don't know I 
Refuses 

I I 



Why will you not vote? 
I I I I I 

Disappointed 
with 

politicians 

interested in 
poliiics NOt i 

Voting won't 
improve my 

position 

The 'others' 
will win so 

and so 

No party is 
atuned with 
my interests 

Now a somewhat smaller 
percentage point of people not 
voting mentions disappointment 
with politicians - which came 
probably as a consequence to 
generally increased index of 
optimism. 

Don't know I 
no opinion 



W Very positive . Somewhat positive W Somewhat negative W Very negative I3 NeutraUno impression 

HSS 
I 

HNS 

HSLS 

HDZ 

HSP 

IDS 1 - m  I I I " 
. . 

Libra 

Hrvatski blok 1 1 ~ 1  1 I 





I H b r e e  O Neutral i ~ i s a ~ r &  r ~ o n ' t k n o w  ] 
They aren't traitors of Croatian interests 

They aren't thieves 

Democratic party 

They have good intentions 

Capable party leadership 

Clear political program 

Experts 

They can lead Croatia into Europe 

Party for young people 

Party emitting optimism 

Modern party 

Represent interests of entrepreneurs 

Decisive in conducting reforms 

Represent intersts of lower levels of society 

More honest than others 



I .Agree Neutral Disagree Don't know I 
I 

They aren't traitors of Croatian interests WA .I 
They aren't thieves 

They can lead Croatia into Europe 

Have good intentions 

Experts 

Democratic party 

Capable party leadership 

Modern party 

Decisive in conducting reforms 

Party emitting optimism 

Party for young people 

Have clear political program 

Represent interests of entrepreneurs 

More honest than others 

Represent interests of lower levels 



[ B&ree Neutral Disagree Don't know ] 
They aren't traitors of Croatian interests 

They aren't thieves 

They can lead Croatia into Europe 

Have good intentions 

Experts 

Democratic party 

Capable party leadership 

Modern party 

Decisive in conducting reforms 

Party for young people 

Party emitting optimism 

Have clear political program 

Represent interests of entrepreneurs 

More honest than others 

Represent interests of lower levels 



I .Agree Neutral Disagree Don't know I 
They aren't traitors of Croatian interests 

They aren't thieves 

Having good intentions 

Democratic party 

They can lead Croatia into Europe 

Experts 

Capable party leadership 

Represent interests of lower levels 

Party emitting optimism 

More honest than others 

Modern party 

Clear political program 

Party for young people 

Decisive in conducting reforms 

Represent interests of entrepreneurs 



I .Agree Neutral Disagree Don't know I 
They aren't traitors of Croatian interests 

They aren't thieves 

Democratic party 

Party for young people 

Having good intentions 

Modern party 

They can lead Croatia into Europe 

Experts 

Party emitting optimism 

Capable party leadership 

Decisive in conducting reforms 

Represent interests of entrepreneurs 

Represent intersts of lower levels 

More honest than others 

Clear political program 



I W Agree Neutral w &agree ~ o n ' t  know 
- 

They aren't traitors of Croatian interests 

They aren't thieves 

Democratic party 

Modern party 

Having good intentions 

People for young people 

Experts 

They can lead Croatia into Europe 

Party emitting optimism 
I I I 

Capable party leadership 

Represent interests of entrepreneurs 

Decisive in conducting reforms 

Clear political program 

More honest than others 

Represent interests of lower levels 
I I 



W Positive W Negative IY Don't know I haven't heard 

Stjepan Mesic 

Mate Granif 

Zlatko TomEic 

lvica RaEan B I  

Vesna Pusic 

Ivan JakovEiC 

Anto Dapic 

Ivo Sanader 

Jozo RadoS 

Draien BudiSa 

Miroslav Tudman 

Ivo Banac 

lvic PaSaliC 





1 Yes No Don't know 1 
Croatian president Stjepan 

Mesic 

Minister of public works, 
renewal and construction 

Radimir CaEic 

Croatian Prime Minister 
lvica RaEan 

1 
Minister of health Andro " 

Vlahusic >a?&. 

Minister of labor and social 
welfare Davorko Vidovic 

Minister of education and 
sports Vladimir Strugar 





((This coalition must be finally honest to its voters and all citizens of Croatia. 
The time has come for us to admit that we have not fulfilled public 
expectations, or our own expectations. Results of our work are much worse 
than what we all expected in 2000. Citizens do not live better, and some 
live even worse. General economic situation has improved since 2000, but 
not to the extent that we desired. The number of the unemployed is 
extreme. There were numerous useless discussions and 
misunderstandings. Neither me, nor the citizens, are satisfied with such 
situation and that needs to be admitted. 

However, that we are not satisfied with previous results does not mean that 
this coalition can not do better, in a new situation with better regulated 
relations and with people of higher quality..)) 





(( It should be said that there are some positive results and trends. Last year, 
results of our work began to be felt. Economic growth reached the 
excellent 5.2%. For the last year, the number of the unemployed has 
reported continuous decline. That figure is still large, but things started 
moving in positive direction! 
We have started large infrastructure constructions among which I should 
emphasize the Zagreb-Split motorway and the housing program. Our 
relations with neighbors have improved significantly, and we should put a 
special emphasis on faster rapprochement to the European Union. 
Besides concrete results, there are many things that are not obvious, but 
bring positive moves. We have instigated numerous reforms which are on 
a right track and should be finalized. 

A conclusion imposes itself about this coalition having turned negative into 
positive trends and that is why it deserves another chance! >) 





I st place 2nd place EI 3rd place 
I I I I I I I I I I I 

Increasing the living standard of citiiens 
H 8 0 ~ 4  I I I 

Removing corruption and crime 4 I I 1 
lmproving the agriculture 

18%1 1 I I I 
Improving the health system 25% 1 I I For a majority of citizens, 

Judiciary reform 23% 1 priority themes are the 

I economy or the living I 
21% ) standard. 

Development of tourism 
I 

Accession to the EU 
I I 

Fighint against slow bureaucracy 
I 1 7 % 1 1  I I I I I 

Protection of dignity of the Homeland war 15% /~~~~~ 
- 

Construction of motomays and other infrastructure 

I 

8% 
I 







Represent Croatia 
well in the world, 16% 
shrewd diplomat 

- 

Hague 








